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Pastor 

paragraphs 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

During the last 
week of August and 
through September 

the Sunday morning message centered 
upon the Wisdom Literature in the Bible. 
Scripture passages from the Song of Songs, 
Proverbs and Ecclesiastes became the 
backdrop as we explored in detail passages 
in the Hebrew Text that are often 
overlooked. 

The general theme of wisdom literature is 
educational with attention given to how 
one experiences and interprets life in the 
world and how one is to act toward one’s 
neighbor. What makes wisdom literature 
stand apart from the other more traditional 
books in the Bible is the lack of direct 
reference to God and God’s overt saving 
action. Yet- despite this omission, I find 
these books to be important, especially as 
we navigate living in our world today.  

For example: As I have been watching the 
presidential debates, hearing frequent 
references to a politician’s character or lack 
thereof. When I am inundated with cryptic 
derogatory posts on social media, posts that 
attack those from rival political parties or 
who differ theologically; I question where 
can wisdom be found? Perhaps it can be 
found in the texts we have been exploring 
these past weeks, as we seek to follow the 
guidelines of faithful living through good 
times as well as the difficult ones. Perhaps 
we can learn to respond to what we hear 
with a theology of grace drawn from the 
sages of wisdom. Much like what is written 

in Proverbs 15: 1,  “A sensitive answer 
turns back wrath, but an offensive word 
stirs up anger.” (CEB).  

I have enjoyed revisiting the wisdom 
literature and I hope you have as well. For 
it speaks to all our cultural contexts as well 
as to those with varied religious traditions. 

A final thought: Although we do not find 
books of wisdom in our New Testament 
Scriptures, scholars have noted that Jesus’ 
sayings and parables are based on his 
knowledge and utilization of the wisdom 
tradition. In light of this understanding, as 
we hear the familiar Gospel accounts in the 
coming weeks, perhaps we will rediscover 
why Jesus is considered the supreme 
“wisdom teacher.” 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Glenna 

    

Thank you to . . .  
Nicholas Kacena 
and the Eagles 
Boy Scout troop 
for beautifying 
the Greenleaf 
Ave. Entrance to 
the church. A job 
well done and 
highly appre-
ciated by all. 
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ANNUAL RUMMAGE 

SALE 

 
Saturday, October 24 

8:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. 
 

North Shore United Methodist Church’s biggest fundraiser of 

the year is here. 

 

 
 
 

Be sure to attend and bring a friend with you! 

Surely, you are bound to find an item or two you simply must have. 

◆ 

If you have any questions, please contact Donna Kemp, sale 

chairperson, or call Peggy at the church office between the 

hours of 9 AM and 1 PM. The number to dial is 847-835-1227. 
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World Communion Sunday is a yearly 
celebration which takes place on the first 
Sunday of October, observed by several 
Christian denominations throughout the 
world. 

The tradition originated in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, at the Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church in 1933 – a tradition that was 
adopted by the US Presbyterian Church in 
1936 and later implemented by other 
denominations. 

In 1940, the Federal Council of Churches, 
known today as the National Council of 
Churches, endorsed World Communion 
Sunday and began to promote it to other 
Christian churches in other parts of the 
world. 

World Communion Sunday is observed all 
through the United Methodist Church. The 
observance focuses the attention of United  

Methodists on the universal and inclusive 
nature of the Church. 

The General Conference of the United 
Methodist Church authorized the taking of 
an offering through the denomination 
specifically for the World Communion 
Sunday. One-half of the proceeds from the 
offering is for World Communion Sunday 

Scholars administered by the Gen. Board of 
Global Ministries. 

The remaining money is to be used for the 
Ethnic Scholarship Program and the Ethnic 
In-Service Training Program, both of which 
are administered by the Gen. Board of 
Higher Education and Ministries. (SOURCE:   A 

DICTIONARY FOR UNITED METHODISTS, ALAN K WALTZ, COPYRIGHT 

1991, ABINGDON PRESS.) 

    

Dinner/Movie night 

Has been canceled for this 
month. 

   

Adult Forum 

 

n preparation for the season of the 
North Shore Chamber Arts Ensemble 
Founder and Artistic Director David 

Rubins will lead the forum. 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11. 

   

Volunteers needed 

NSUMC is in need of ushers -
an easy way to serve your 
church! NO extra time is 
required outside of Sunday 
morning. Usher duties begin 
on Sunday mornings by 9:30 
a.m. Your click insert 

commitment will end by 11:15 a.m.  No 
“meetings” in the middle of the week are 
required. 

I 

October 4 
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NSUMC women are especially encouraged 
to think about ushering. Additionally, what 
an excellent opportunity to serve your 
church as a married couple, if married. 

If you are interested, please contact John 
Martin at your earliest convenience.  His 
email address is JP-Martin@comcast.net.  If 
you prefer, call him at 847-835-2209. 

These requested volunteer opportunities are 
an easy way to assist North Shore UMC.  
Although Nancy Cole is the Hospitality 

Chairperson, she is 
also in charge of 
coordination 

FLOWER.  

Nancy would 
appreciate if you 
could sign up the 
sheets provided in 
the narthex or that 

you call the church office to have Peggy 
add your name to the appropriate page.  
You may also call her at home at 847-433-
2872. 

An integral part of all services is the 
reading of the Scripture. Would you 

consider signing up as a reader? 

The easiest way 
for you to 
accomplish this is 
by putting your 
name on the list in 
the narthex. 
However, you 

could also call Peggy at the church office 
and let her know you are interested in 
reading on a particular Sunday. She will 
enter your name on the list and email you 
the readings the week when that Sunday 
comes 

 

Finally, as you are quite aware many 
studies have been carried out on the 
importance of providing hospitality. 

Hospitality time is not only an opportunity 
for current members to come together as a 
“church family,” but is also of the primary 
importance of meeting and introducing 
new members into this family. 

Therefore, if you 
are interested in 
helping our church 
with this way, 
consider putting 
your name on the 
list. If you feel you 
are not able to bring 

the hospitality but would like to contribute 
towards the purchase of food, coffee, and 
any other necessary items for it, you may 
make a donation and clearly market with 
the word for “hospitality expenses.” 

    

“Darlingside” returns  

Harris Paseltiner's indie folk band "Darlingside" 

returns to Chicago on  

Tuesday, October 13  

At the Vic Theatre, 200 North State Street, 

Chicago.    

The band is opening for folk singer Patty 

Griffin.  The concert begins at 8:00 p.m. (Doors 

open at 7:00) General Admission/fully seated 

tickets are $39.00.   

This show will feature many songs from their 

new album.  For more information, please speak 

to Ellen Paseltiner. 

 

mailto:JP-Martin@comcast.net
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Taste of North Shore 

United Methodist Church 
 

~ Sunday, November 22~  
Immediately following the Service 

 
Join us for a taste of the most 
delicious and tempting appetizers, 
soups, salads, main courses or 
desserts that our Congregation 
can provide. 
 
$10 per tasting plate gives you the 
opportunity to enjoy the bountiful 
offerings!  Love what you tasted?  
Bid for your favorites with our 
silent auction.  Purchase one or 
more of these dishes to have on 
hand for the Holidays or for those 
cold winter nights when you just 
need something wonderful! 
 

Calling all Chefs, Cooks, Bakers 
and Artisanal Food Designers! 

 
Prepare your signature dish with 
tastings for 12!  You know who 
you are…  Artichoke Dip, 
Strawberry Spinach Salad, Chili, 
Kentucky Butter Cake, Corn 
Chowder, Chicken Mushroom 
Crepes, Cookie Bars, Tasty Coffee 
Cake, Decorated Cookies, Swedish  
 
 

Meatballs, Cuban Black Bean 
Soup, Cheesecake, Beautiful 
Breakfast Casseroles, Cream of 
Broccoli and Cauliflower Soup !!!  
If you are willing to prepare your 
dish again or multiple times for 
the silent auction, GREAT!!  
Volunteer chef sheets will be 
available in the narthex.   
 

Let’s make this fund raiser a 
celebration of thanks for our faith 
community!  Invite your friends 

and enjoy the taste! 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming events in November & December: 
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North Shore Chamber Arts 
Ensemble 

 
The musical season for this magnificent 
group of chamber players, under the 
direction of David Rubins, begins with 
the now traditional family concert: 
 

“Cookies, Cocoa, and Carols” 

 
A warm, cozy, and relaxed concert which 
has delighted audiences for years now 
and is sure to bring you into the right 
frame of mind to commence the 
festivities. 
 
The concert is free of charge to 
everyone and includes music of the 
season; both Christian and Jewish. 
 
This informal, fun, and interactive 
program will be presented on Sunday 

afternoon (4 PM), November 29, 
in the narthex of the North Shore United 
Methodist Church. 
 
Be sure to put this date on your calendar 
and begin the holiday season with 
friends and family members. 
 

  

    

On the afternoon of December 6, 

at 4 PM, join North Shore Chamber 

Arts Ensemble for a performance of 

music for the holidays from the great 

Baroque Masters. This  

Holiday Concert 

Is sure to delight young and mature 

audiences. 

 

Tickets for this concert are $35/adult, 

$25/seniors, and $10/students. You may 

order your tickets ahead of time by 

calling the church office at 847-835-1227 

or by visiting the ensemble's website – 

northshoreensemble.org 

MEMBERS OF THE WFMT FINE ARTS CIRCLE 

RECEIVE A 2-FOR-1 BENEFIT – PURCHASE ONE 

ADULT- PRICED TICKET AND RECEIVED A SECOND 

TICKET OF EQUAL OR VALUE AT NO COST TO YOU 

ON THE DAY OF THE PERFORMANCE. 
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Bonnie 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The second weekend in September was designated as "Community Weekend" by the NSUMC Clergy Staff. The 
meeting on Saturday, September 12 of the Reconciling Ministries Task Force, originally intended only for the 
few task force members, was opened to the entire congregation and to other churches in the Northern Illinois 
Conference. Bonnie Beckonchrist and Rev. Will Green; both from the Northern Illinois Conference Reconciling 
Task Force Leadership Team led the. Approximately 30 people were in attendance, members from five other 
churches along with NSUMC. 

The worship service on Sunday, September 13 welcomed members of the church, as well as our new 
Education Intern, Valerie LaBounty. A simple, yet delicious lunch served as official welcome to all who 
remained after the church service. 

 

 

 

Rev. Green 

 

Happy Halloween 
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Peggy Bird and her 

husband Jack were 
living in Winnetka in 
1961 and decided to 
look for a church to 
attend with their 
children.  She 
remembers visiting 
North Shore 
Methodist Church, 
where she found the 
people quite 

welcoming.  She especially remembers Ruth 
Woods telling her "we need people like 
you!"  She says that was real hospitality. 
Peggy grew up in Beverly on the south side 
of Chicago and attended a Union Church 
that was three blocks from her home.  She 
did not know much about Methodism until 
she attended Albion, a Methodist college in 
Michigan.  This was during World War II.  
She met her future husband Jack at Albion 
when he returned from the war to finish 
his college degree.  They were married in 
Chicago at St. Paul's Union Church.  They 
moved to Michigan where Jack taught high 
school math and Peggy taught first grade.  
In 1955, they moved to the north shore and 
Jack taught at New Trier High School.  
Peggy also eventually returned to teaching 
after getting her Master in Education.  They 
lived in Deerfield for a while but to be 
closer to New Trier, they found the house 
they lived in for many years on Tower Road 
in Winnetka.  They had two criteria - an 
excellent school system and proximity to 
the lake.  They had been active in the 
Northbrook Methodist Church when they 
lived in Deerfield but looked closer to their 
Winnetka home after moving there.  That is 
when they found North Shore Methodist.  
Dr. Ervin was the minister at the time and 
he encouraged families to join.   

 

 

Peggy says that the church has been very 
generous and provided more than they 
could have ever hoped for in terms of a 
church family.  The Kemps started two of 
her children on the road to musical 
education.  The Fetzers provided an 
excellent social, youth group.  The Sunday 
school and church experience were enough 
to inspire all three of her children to have 
second master degrees in spiritually related 
studies.  She says that the church gave 
children and adults opportunities to 
participate - to sing, perform, speak, etc.  
Everyone's talents were cultivated and 
encouraged.  She is appreciative of those 
who helped her when Jack was sick.  Peggy 
finds the church a very warm and 
affirmative environment.  And she 
conceded that her efforts to raise awareness 
with respect to feminist issues had come to 
fruition.   

We will all be sorry to see Peggy move at 
the end of September.  She is moving to 
Charleston, South Carolina where she will 
be closer to her daughter Nancy and son-
in-law, Vin.  She has been an integral part 
of the NSUMC for many years.   

Peggy's NEW address:   

Margaret D. Bird (Peggy)                               
1 Bishop Gadsden Way, Apt. 343,                                         

Charleston, SC   29412-3506. 

    

  

Reacquaint yourself with … by Ellen Paseltiner. 



North Shore United Methodist                            Church October 2015 

Www.nsumcglencoe.org  Page 9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Lucy Smith 

7. Elliot Moskow     

8. Jody Powell 

13. E. Scott Javore 

14. Sara Paseltiner 

16. Anne West 

18. Morgan Compher, R. Scott Javore 

20. Karla Cavanagh 

25. Anita Mauro 

30. Carlos Figueredo, John Haynor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

L o o k I n g    A h e a d    a t   N.S.U.M.C. 

Thursday, October 1, 2015 
7:30 pm ~ Choir Rehearsal 

 
Sunday, October 4, 2015 

10:00 am ~ Worship Service 
WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY 

 
Monday, October 5, 2015 

7:00 pm ~ Bible Study 
 

Thursday, October 8, 2015 
7:30 pm ~ Choir Rehearsal 

 
Sunday, October 11, 2015 

10:00 am ~ Worship Service 
11:00 am ~ Adult Forum:  NSCAE by Ken Rubens 

 
Monday, October 12, 2015 

7:00 pm ~ Bible Study 
 

Thursday, October 15, 2015 
7:30 pm ~ Choir Rehearsal 

 

 
Saturday, October 17, 2015 

9:00 am ~ Trustees Meeting 
10:30 am ~ Church Council Meeting 
12:00 pm ~ 4:00 pm: Rummage Sale 

Set-up 
 

Sunday, October 18, 2015 
10:00 am ~ Worship Service 

Rummage Sale Week  
 

Monday, October 19, 2015 
7:00 pm ~ Bible Study 

 
Saturday, October 24, 2015 

8:30 am ~ 2:30 pm ~ Rummage Sale 
 

Sunday, October 25, 2015 
10:00 am ~ Worship Service 

 
Monday, October 26, 2015 

7:00 pm ~ Bible Study 
 

Thursday, October 29, 1015 
7:30 ~ Choir Rehearsal 

 

October birthdays 



North Shore United Methodist                            Church October 2015 

Www.nsumcglencoe.org  Page 10 

 

“Song of Songs.” 

 “Let him kiss me with the kisses of 

his mouth, for your love is better 

than wine. Your oils have a 

pleasing fragrance. Your name is 

like purified oil. Therefore, 

the maidens love you. Draw me 

after you and let us run together! 

The king has brought me into his 

chambers.” 

 – Song of Songs 1:2 – 4 

ight from the start this Song of 

Songs, or, as some know it, the Song 

of Solomon, separates itself from the 

other books in the Bible.  

The opening words introduce a poetic work 

whose subject is romantic love and its 

physical expressions in marriage.  

This is not what one would expect from a 

book in the Bible, but this is only the 

beginning of its mysteries. This Song of 

Songs is easily the most enigmatic book in 

the Scriptures  

This book is obscure because it has no 

unambiguous references to God, religion, or 

spiritual things. The closest that any verse 

comes to mention God is found in Songs 

8:6, which reads: 

Put me like a seal over your heart, 
Like a seal on your arm. 

For love is strong as death, 
Jealousy is severe as Sheol; 

Its flashes are flashes of fire, 
The very flame of the Lord. 

Additionally, the Song of Songs is enigmatic 

because there is no consensus about many 

of the books elements: Are there two or 

three main characters? How does one 

divide the speaking parts? Are the 

characters peasants or Royals? What is the 

structure of the book? Who wrote this 

book? 

The subject of this book is one that makes 

Christians and Jews equally uncomfortable 

to deal with. It does not seem to be a 

religious book, and making sense of it is 

hard and controversial, so why bother with 

it? 

First, we must deal with it because it is in 

the Canon of Scripture, we’re not exactly 

sure of the reason why. The fact remains, 

however, it is part of the Scripture. 

Following 2 Timothy 3:16 “all Scripture is 

inspired by God and profitable for teaching, 

for reproof, for correction, for training in 

righteousness.”   

Second, the Song of Songs has inspired 

many to seek and to find a deeper 

experience of God and a clearer 

understanding of His love. 

So even though it does not have an overt 

spiritual message, it seems to have a 

concealed spiritual effect. This should also 

be understood, taught, and emulated. For 

centuries, the wisdom concerning the book 

of the Song of Songs to view it strictly as an 

allegory.  

Consequently, the early church and Jewish 

rabbis completely allegorized its characters 

and imagery. Jewish allegory holds the 

bridegroom is God and the bride represents 

Israel. Christian allegory holds the 

bridegroom as Christ and the bride 

represents the church.  

As comforting as allegorizing the text might 

be, there is really no internal or external 

R 
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justification for it. The problem with saying 

that the Song of Songs is “seemingly 

sensual” is that on enlightened readers, not 

knowing any better, will read it as sensuous. 

No passages either in the Old or New 

Testament with enlightened such readers as 

to Solomon’s real intent or Solomon’s 

symbolism. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The book of Songs Songs vividly and rightly 

tells us of the bridegroom and bride rejoice 

over each other and the light each other. 

The Lord it rejoices over our salvation, as 

we rejoice in Him. 

This is what should resonate in our spirit as 

we read the book of Song of Songs 

 (ADAPTED FROM THE STUDY SERIES “FROM CREATION TO THE CROSS” FOUND IN BIBLE.ORG) 
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OUR THOUGHTS & PRAYERS 

 

 Helen Burczak, who is Whitehall of Deerfield recuperating from a bad fall. 

 Prayers for the Molly Lien family on the death of Molly on September 11th. 

 Prayers for Carolina Ibarra, who had surgery. 

 Prayers for Jim Javore, Scott’s brother, who is undergoing chemotherapy. 

 Prayers for Scott Javore’s cousin, David, and his family. 

 Prayers for Ruth & Bob Woods’ grandson, Nicholas Glennon, who has a serious 
medical condition. 

 Ed Kemp and family. 

 Linda Fetzer. 

 Tull Monsees, who is at The Mather in Evanston. 

 For all those in need of healing. 

 For those who are unemployed and searching for meaningful work. 

 Ruth & Bob Woods  

 For an end to gun violence in our cities. 

 For the Refugees of the Middle East. 
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North Shore United Methodist Church   
213 Hazel Av., Glencoe, IL 60022 
Office: 847-835-1227      Pastor’s cell:   847-767-5106 
 
Email: northshoreumc@sbcglobal.net     

Website:  www.nsumcglencoe.org                       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Senior Pastor  Rev Glenna Olumstad 
Children/Youth 
   Ministries  Rev Dr. Barbara Javore  
Education Intern Valerie LaBounty 
Choir Director  Nancy Mazurowski 
Organist   Tomoko Shibuya 
Secretary  Peggy Bucklin 
Custodian  Rick Short 
Chimes Editor  Carlos Figueredo 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCH CHIMES 

October 2015 

October Greeters & Ushers 
 

 Greeters      Ushers 

 

October:  04:  Leslie & Art Muir    Walter Calhoun* 

October: 11:   Ellen Paseltiner     Marty Olumstad  

October:  18:  Carolyn & David Langenbach     

October:  25: Pete Olson 

        *Captain   

The DEADLINE for November 2015 articles-submission is 10/20/2015. Please contact Carlos 

Figueredo (one Carlos.Figueredo@sbcglobal.net) or call him at 773-451-6701. 
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