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The Church Chimes 
 

 

Pastor’s paragraph 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

Sabbath. What comes to your mind when you hear or read the word Sabbath? Do you think of it as a day 

devoted to church and worship? Do you think of it as a day devoted to rest and relaxation? Do you even find 

time in your busy schedule to observe a day set apart from your other daily routines? 

Since my time away early last month, I have been thinking more about Sabbath and the practice of time set 

apart. I have been exploring the possibilities of incorporating true Sabbath time within my life, a difficult task I 

discovered when the mind becomes filled with preoccupations that are hard to let go. Preoccupations such as 

housework, shopping, tending to the needs of family members or the unfinished church work carried over 

from the week before.  

The ability to observe Sabbath is not an easy task, especially when we live in a society that has, for the most 

part, abandoned the practice. Sundays have become blurred with other days; filled shopping malls, goods 

bought and sold seven days a week. Add the advancement of online services, the boundaries of the 

marketplace has crossed over to business taking place 24/7.  The end-result is that we are losing the gift of 

time. We are losing time devoted to restoring ourselves both physically and spiritually. We are losing what was 

once a day totally set apart from the rest of the week.  And as a result, I find myself lamenting this loss.  

I am hopeful that the observance of Sabbath can be practiced today and that we can be intentional about 

opening space in our busy lives for the gift of time. But to do so will require a sincere effort to determine what 

work or preoccupations to let go to enter a time of rest.  It will require an intentional effort to observe 

Sabbath even when our society doesn’t.  

Sabbath -  it has been on my mind, and now I’m seeking to make it a practice.  How about you?  

Grace and peace, 

Pastor Glenna 

 

P.S.  

If you are interested in reclaiming Sabbath for yourself, you may enjoy reading: 

Receiving the Day: Christian Practices for Opening the Gift of Time. By Dorothy C. Bass 
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A Short Overview of Mother’s Day. 

The emergence of Mother’s Day can be traced to the era of the ancient Greeks and Romans, as they honored their 

maternal goddesses, Rhea and Cybelle, respectively.  But, Mother’s Day history can also be traced to England, where a 

Mothering Day existed way before festivities in the US saw the day of light. However, the celebrations of the festival we 

see today are a recent phenomenon; scarcely a little over a century-old.  Thanks to the hard work of pioneering women of 

their time such as Julia Ward Howe and Anna Jarvis, the day came into existence.  

Today’s celebrations; however, are fairly different from the original reason for the Day’s creation. 

Anna Jarvis held a simple vision – a modest white carnation and a handwritten note of thanks and 

appreciation - to express her love for her mother – Ann Jarvis. 

The first unofficial celebration of Mother’s Day in this country was Sunday, May 10, 1908. It took place 

at St. Andrews Methodist Episcopal Church in Grafton, West Virginia. At the time, Sundays were 

considered a “holy” day.  Anna chose this day as it seemed appropriate. She also chose her mother’s 

favorite flower (carnations) in the color she deemed to represent a mother’s purity -white. 

Mother’s Day slowly grew in popularity, eventually spreading to 46 states. Finally, on May 8, 1914, Congress passed a 

law assigning the second Sunday in May as Mother’s Day. Pres. Woodrow Wilson followed by passing a proclamation, 

requesting that the flag should fly on this day in honor, love, and respect of those mothers whose sons had died in 

previous wars. 

As time passed, the original character of the celebrations slowly decayed. The unassuming white carnation became a 

bouquet of red roses; the hand-written note disappeared and replaced with elaborate preprinted cards. Within nine years 

from Anna’s original idea, the day had become a commercial travesty. Anna herself became an opponent of Mother’s 

Day, spending her entire inheritance and the rest of her life fighting against what she considered a great abuse of the 

model she had originally envisioned. 

In little more than a century, this humble demonstration of love and appreciation became an over-the-top, lavish 

commercial sham. The chart below provides a bird’s eye view of the expenditure expected on Mother’s Day in 2016: 

 

Money expected to be spent in 2016 on Mother’s Day in the USA  Amount 

Total amount of money that will be spent for mothers on Mother’s Day* $20.7 billion 

Total amount of money that will be spent on Mother’s Day cards $671 million 

Total amount of money that will be spent on flowers for mothers on Mother’s Day $1.9 billion 

*INCLUDES ASSORTED GIVES OTHER THAN FLOWERS AND CARDS 

Many other countries in the world share the same day of celebration with the United States. However, others do not. For 

example, Mexico has a fixed day for its celebrations (May 10), both Ireland and the UK honor mothers on the fourth 

Sunday during the Christian season of Lent; India is fairly new to the celebrations. A couple of decades ago the holiday 

barely existed. 

 

 

Anna Jarvis 



North Shore United Methodist Church     May 2016 

- 3 - 
 

The Mother of Methodism 

"Help me, Lord, to remember that religion is not to be confined to the church … 
Nor exercised only in prayer and meditation, 
but that every where I am in Thy presence." 

 Susanna Wesley  

Susanna Annesley Wesley never preached a sermon or published a book. But we hear her 

referred to as the "Mother of Methodism": two of her sons; John, and Charles, applied the 

teachings, examples, and circumstances of their home life to have a movement that would 

influence and reform not only individuals but the society in England. The youngest of 25 

children, Susanna was born into the family of the noted scholar Rev. Dr. Samuel Annesley 

and Mary White. Susanna Wesley and her husband Samuel – also a minister – had 19 

children in the first 19 years of marriage - 10 of these children lived beyond infancy. Susanna 

was an extraordinary woman, whose devotion to God and family was supreme. It was 

through her faith in God that the family survived the grief, hardship, and poverty that filled 

their lives. Because her husband Samuel Wesley was a controversial religious and political 

figure of the time, the family endured much ridicule, and in some instances was the target of 

malicious acts. Known as "dissenters" (people who disagreed with the King’s and the 

church’s politics) their children mocked, the family crops destroyed. Rumors existed that the rectory’s fire (in which John 

almost lost his life) was due to animosity towards Samuel’s beliefs. As a child, Susanna had been taught to read and 

think for herself by her mother. Susanna started daily school for her children. She had as primary purpose their spiritual 

development and "the saving of their souls." Academic education was important, but never took priority over instruction 

in God's Word. Each day before class, she set aside an hour to herself for scriptural reading and prayer and then led 

them all in singing psalms. She developed faith, fear of God, and resilience in each child. She would set aside time for 

each one of them. Each child was free to discuss whatever they wanted and in return, she would offer her "motherly 

advice and counsel." It was this bond and sense of faith Susanna established with her children that empowered John and 

Charles Wesley to go forth with confidence. It was from her example that Methodism grew.▪ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Day of Pentecost – May 15 

Celebrations of Pentecost occur on the final day of the season of the liturgical year called "The Great 50 

Days." Chapter II of the Book of The Acts of the Apostles  describes the day. Pentecost commemorates the 

descent of the Spirit of God upon the disciples and other believers gathered with them. The Bible describes 

this spirit as a noise like a mighty wind and the appearance of tongues of fire resting over each believer' s 

head. The word Pentecost is of Greek origin. Meaning the 50th day.  One of the most meaningful and 

influential day in the Christian faith. Along with Christmas and Easter, Pentecost represents one of the 

basics of the Christian Belief. Many Christians define Pentecost as the Birth of the Christian Church, 

powered by the Holy Spirit. Unlike Christmas and Easter, which enjoyed great celebration both in the 

Christian church as well as the pagan world, the Day of Pentecost goes by without much pomp or 

circumstance.  Historically and symbolically, Pentecost relates to the Jewish Harvest Feast of Shabuat (The 

Feast of Weeks – an agricultural festival thanking God and rejoicing for the first fruits of the harvest. 

(Leviticus 23) According to biblical rules, this feast is to occur 50 days after the beginning of Passover (Leviticus 

23:15 – 16). For Christians, Pentecost Sunday (the seventh Sunday after Easter) is a celebration of renewal of 

purpose, mission, and calling the people of God to carry out His work and purpose under the guidance and 

power of the Holy Spirit. 
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Dinner/Movie 

Night 

 

Friday, May 20 

6:30 PM 

 

 

Join the Fellowship Committee in 

watching this 2015 romance film. 

“[Brooklyn] is easily the year’s best and 

most beguiling love story.”  

-―Peter Travers, Rolling Stone 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tradition and history are important aspects of the United 

Methodist Church. Aldersgate Day is one of these traditions 

recognized by many members in the denomination. 

Aldersgate Day commemorates John Wesley's realization, in 

1738, that salvation is freely granted by God's grace and not 

achieved through human deeds. While listening to a reading of 

Martin Luther's Preface to the Epistle to the Romans, John 

Wesley, an Anglican priest, came to this realization; a major 

departure from beliefs of the time. He later noted in his journal, 

"I felt I did trust in Christ. Christ alone, for salvation and an 

assurance was given me that he had taken away my sins. Even 

mine, and saved me from the law of sin and death." 

All days of recognition within the United Methodist Church 

become official in the calendar through the decision of the main 

governing body of the Church – General Conference – which 

comes together every four years. 

Prior to the 2004 Geneneral Conference, another celebratory 

day - Heritage Sunday - existed separate from Aldersgate Day. 

Heritage Sunday celebrates the "historical where" the church 

has been and how it stands at the current moment in its efforts 

to shape and guide its members. The 2004 General Conference 

decided to combine the two celebrations into one day, May 24. 

 

Aldersgate Day  - May 24 

 

May 30, 2016 

Memorial Day celebrations began on May 30, 1868. Its 

original name was Decoration Day. Designed to honor 

fallen soldiers of the Civil War – soldiers’ graves were 

decorated with flowers.  It became an official Federal 

holiday in 1971 with the new name of Memorial Day. 

Since then, the graves at Arlington National Cemetery 

are decorated with small flags, and either the president 

or vice president makes a speech and places a wreath at 

the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. 
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Fellowship Committee 

Outing 

 

  "Discord" 
 

(A NEW PLAY BY SCOTT CARTER FEATURING  

MARK L. MONTGOMERY (AMONG OTHERS)) 

 

Northlight Theatre in Skokie 
 

[Thomas Jefferson, Charles Dickens and Leo Tolstoy each wrote his own version of the Gospel.  

The play imagines what would ensue if these three opinionated men met to discuss the meaning 

of life and the nature of God.] 
• 

Joan Wiff is putting together groups for discounted tickets: 

 

Sunday, May 29th, 2:30 PM Matinee (Memorial Day Weekend).  Tickets: $42/$49  

Sunday, June 12th, 2:30 PM Matinee (Closing Weekend) Best tickets $59  

Student Tickets (high school & college, w/valid ID) $12!! - Both performances. 

 

To reserve tickets to these performances at these group rates, contact Joan (Call or text – 815/ 499-6987 or 

email her at: jwiff@xomcast.net.   You may also leave a message at the church office: 847-835-1227. 

 
 

 

 

 

Our deepest condolences on the passing of     
Ruth Woods                                                  

Friday, April 8, 2016 
 

Improved Church Website to Debut in the near Future ¶ 

The Communications Committee (Carlos Figueredo, Lisa Goodale, Marjorie Kemp, Rev. Glenna Olumstad), with help 

from Brian Brandt, Tim Fleming, and education intern Valerie Hummel LaBounty, is working on updating the church's 

website. The goal of the committee is to bring a more up-to-date, pleasant-looking, and easy to navigate website to 

the members of the North Shore United Methodist Church. No specific date has been cited yet for the new website 

to be rolled out. It is expected that the website will be working no later than the end of summer 2016. 

tel:847-835-1227
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MAY BIRTHDAYS 

 
 3 - Katrina Abuls 
 7 - Mo Cimbalo,  

Thomas Henricksen 
 8 - Grace Cavanagh 
17 - Ashley Boyd 
 

OUR THOUGHTS & PRAYERS 

 Prayers for Phyllis Jones, mother of Jim Simmons. 

 Prayers for the family and friends of Ruth Woods as they mourn her passing on April 8. 

 Prayers for Carolina Ibarra. 

 Ed Kemp and family. 

 For the Refugees of the Middle East. 

  Linda Fetzer. 

 Tull Monsees, who is at The Mather in Evanston. 

 For all those in need of healing and dealing with the loss of a loved one. 

 For those who are unemployed and searching for meaningful work. 

 For an end to gun violence in our cities. 
 

~ LOOKING AHEAD AT NSUMC ~ 
 

Sunday, May 1, 2016 

10:00 am ~ Worship Service 

 

Thursday, May 5, 2016 

7:30 pm ~ Choir Rehearsal 

 

Friday, May 6 2016 

Darlingside Fellowship Outing 

 

Saturday, May 7 – Monday, May 9, 2016 

Barbara Javore ~ out of town 

 

Sunday, May 8, 2016 

10:00 am ~ Worship Service 

 

Thursday, May 12, 2016 

7:30 pm ~ Choir Rehearsal 

 

Sunday, May 15, 2016 

10:00 am ~ Worship Service 

 

Thursday, May 19, 2016 

7:30 pm ~ Choir Rehearsal 

 

Friday, May 20, 2016 

6:30 pm ~ Dinner & Movie Night 
"Brooklyn" 

Saturday, May 21, 2016 

9:00 am ~ Trustee Meeting 

10:00 am ~ Church Council Meeting 

 
Sunday, May 22, 2016 

10:00 am ~ Worship Service 

Ryan Olumstad Baptism 

11:15 Adult Forum ~ Valerie LaBounty, 

presenter † † 
 

Thursday, May 26, 2016 

7:30 pm ~ Choir Rehearsal 

 

Sunday, May 29, 2016 

10:00 am ~ Worship Service 

 

Monday, May 30, 2016 

Memorial Day – Office Closed 
 

††  May 22 is Valerie's last day this school year. She will return in 

September 2016 after the summer break. 

 
 

 

18 -Pete Olson 
20 -Cherie Abuls 
21 -Laura Javore 
22 -Christina Cohen 
24 -Beth Falk 

28 -Ed Goodale,   
       William Kemp 
29 -Sarah Henricksen 
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General Conference 2016 
 

General Conference is an international body, and the top policy-making group of The United Methodist Church, 
which meets once every four years.  The conference can revise church law, as well as adopt resolutions on current 
moral, social, public policy and economic issues. It also approves plans and budgets for church-wide programs.  
 
The Book of Discipline and the Constitution of the United Methodist Church defined the composition of the General 
Conference as no less than 600 and no more than 1000 delegates - no one individual has the power to make decisions 
by himself/herself. The delegates are elected by the annual conferences (divided into Jurisdictional and Central 
Conferences) and several other specialized bodies within the structure of the United Methodist Church. 
 
The Jurisdictional Conferences are those within the territory of the United States and include the North-Central 
Jurisdiction, Northeastern Jurisdiction, Southeastern Jurisdiction, South-Central Jurisdiction, and Western 
Jurisdiction. The Central conferences are outside of the United States and consist of Africa Central Conference, Congo 
Central Conference, West Africa Central Conference, Central and Southern Europe Conferences, Germany Central 
Conference, Northern Europe Central Conference, and Philippines Central Conference. You may see a comprehensive 
list of annual conferences within the United States under the Wikipedia article entitled “annual conferences of the 
United Methodist Church”. 
 
The United Methodist Church’s top legislative body will meet at the Oregon Convention Center, the largest 
convention center in the Pacific Northwest, on May 10-20, 2016. Not every United Methodist will be a delegate to 
General Conference, but that does not mean that you cannot participate in all that is happening May 10-20, 2016, in 
Portland, Oregon. 
 
Bookmark the website: 

 GC2016.UMC.org  This website is the source for everything about General Conference 2016. News, blogs, resources, 
videos and photos about everything happening at General Conference are available in this central location. United 
Methodist Communications will update this page throughout the General Conference with the latest news and daily 
summaries that share the highlights of each day. 
 

 You may also Follow on social media: 
Follow UMCGeneralConference on 

Facebook, @UMCGC, on Twitter, and umcgc on Instagram 
for stories, photos, videos, and links.  
Use the official hashtag of General Conference 2016, 
#UMCGC, on any social media platform to join and follow the 
conversations of United Methodists all over the world. One of 
the easier ways to follow #UMCGC will be available 
atGC2016.UMC.org. 
 

When we gather for General Conference, we celebrate this global connection of The United Methodist Church. While 
we all cannot be in Portland, Oregon, May 10-20, 2016, we can all participate in the work of our church. 
 
Be sure to attend the adult forum on May 22. Education intern, Valerie LaBounty will present an informative program 
about General Conference 2016 in Barbie Hall.▪ 
 

SOME OF THE INFORMATION IN THIS COMES  

 UNEDITED FROM THE UMC.ORG WEBSITE. 

 
 

http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/general-conference-2016-portland-venue-tour
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/general-conference-2016
https://www.facebook.com/umcgeneralconference/
https://twitter.com/umcgc
https://www.instagram.com/umcgc/
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/general-conference-2016


North Shore United Methodist Church     May 2016 

- 8 - 
 

Congratulations! 

 

Dr. Robert G. Bryant, son of Bob and Ellen Bryant, was 

inducted into the Space Technology Hall of Fame on 
April 14, 2016. Below is an abbreviated version of the 
article announcing the award. 

 
The Space Foundation’s Space Technology Hall of Fame 
was established in 1988 to increase public awareness of 

the benefits that result from space exploration programs 
and to encourage further innovation. Since then, 75 

technologies have been inducted. 
About Medtronic LaRC-SI 
 

Like so many prized finds, this discovery was accidental. While at NASA Langley developing 
materials for high-speed civil transport and lightweight rocket bodies, Dr. Robert Bryant 

noticed that an experimental polymer that should have turned into a powder instead 
remained soluble. Others repeated his experiment with the same results. 
When Dr. Bryant left the research program there were no known applications for the 

material, but he continued research and developed what is now known as LaRC-SI: a 
durable thermoplastic readily fabricated in very thin form. The critical characteristic that 
lead to medical applications is that it is biologically non-reactive and solvent resistant. 

 
Once Bryant had refined production of the compound, several NASA centers began 

exploring applications, including small mechanical parts, flexible circuits, advanced fiber 
and ceramic matrix composites and durable coatings. 
 

Medtronic became aware of the material and its unique qualities when LaRC-SI was 
recognized as an 'R&D 100' award winner. 
 

Headquartered in Dublin, Ireland, with operational headquarters in Minnesota, Medtronic 
is a medical device company with a core business segment focused on electrical stimulation 

to treat irregular heartbeats. 
Medtronic was interested in replacing the insulation layer applied to leads carrying 
electrical impulses directly to the heart. LaRC-SI showed great promise. Convinced of the 

enormous benefits of this new material, Medtronic spent more than 10 years and tens of 
millions of dollars to secure FDA approval. 

 
The new insulation revolutionized the treatment of heart irregularities. The thinner, more 
flexible material allowed surgeons to get electrical impulses into areas previously too 

difficult to reach. And the more resilient new insulation significantly reduces lead failure 
over time and the number of high-risk procedures to correct the problem. In short, LaRC-SI 
use has led to decreased mortality rates and improved quality of life for thousands of 

people. 
 

Since receiving FDA approval in 2010, more than 660,000 of the new leads have been sold 
and Medtronic continues research of LaRC-SI use in other medical device 
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STAFF 

Senior Pastor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rev. Glenna Olumstad 

Youth/Children Ministries. . . . . . . . . . . ..  Rev. Dr. Barbara Javore 

Education Intern . . . . . .. Valerie LaBounty 

Choir Director. . . . . . . . . David Rubens (interim) 

Organist. . . . . . . . . . . . .  Tomoko Shibuya 

Secretary. . . . . . . . . . . . . Peggy Bucklin 

Custodian . . . . . . . . . . . .  Rick Short 

Chimes Editor. . . . . . . . .  Carlos Figueredo  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Place label here 

THE CHURCH CHIMES 

MAY 2016 

May Greeters & Ushers 
 Greeters      Ushers 

 

May 1:  Mo Cimbalo     Rob Powell* 

May 8:  Judi Stiles     Walter Calhoun (John Martin, substitute) 

May 15: Dale Sturm     

May 22: Mary & Carlos Figueredo 

May 29: Cheri & Peter Abuls 

*Captain   

The DEADLINE for submission of articles for June 2016 chimes is 05/20/2015. The chimes staff 

needs to work several weeks ahead of printing date Please contact Carlos Figueredo 

(Carlos.Figueredo@sbcglobal.net) or call him at 773-451-6701. 
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